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Status of K-12 Activities on the Internet in Japan

Kunio KosHIGIRI

Division of Science Education, Osaka Kyoiku University,
Kashiwara Osaka 582-8582, Japan

It has been 5 years since the 100-school networking project started at 1994, which is the
first national project to introduce the Internet connectivity to the Japanese schools. The
project finished at March 1999, and the developement of the Internet environment for the
Japanese schools now gets into the second stage. Monbusho (The Ministry of Education,
Science, Sports and Culture) plans to extend the Internet connectivity to all the schools in
Japan until 2001. One third of the Japanese schools are connected to the Internet and 40% of
the connected schools open their own web pages at December 1998. We have send a query
form to the web administrator (teacher) s of 3725 schools which has a school home page
and an e-mail address to contact with, and we have obtained answers of 864 schools. The
results of this survery are summarized as follows : (1) The ratio of the dial up line and dedi-
cated line connection is 7 : 2. (2) The number of the connected PC’s per school is 18. (3) The
ratio of the connected instruction room at school is 16%. (4) 59% of teachers feel difficulty
to find good educational resources. (5) 52% of teachers have no experience of collaborative

leaning project.

Key Words : Internet, K-12, education, WWW, mail



